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About this progress report 
This progress report details projects and administrative activities of the Sri Lanka Children's Trust during the period 1st 
April 2008 up to 31st October 2008.  
Financial report 
1. Inward remittances 

DATE DONOR DETAILS RUPEES  FUND 

4-Apr-08 Suyin Karlsen $225 for Ampitikanda boys + Bandula's toilet 
  

23,600.00  
HCDG 

7-Apr-08 Suyin Karlsen $200 sent in Jan 2008  
  

21,000.00  
HCDG 

28-Apr-08 Knorr-Bremse Global Care: 5,000 euros  834,967.00 
VoH Annex 
construction 

28-Apr-08 Knorr-Bremse Global Care: 10,000 euros  1,669,933.00 
general fund + 
administration 

9-Jun-08 
Charles Brice & Co., London: Hari Boys Home balance donation + 
donation to SLCT: 2,000 GBP 

  
209,294.60  

Hari Boys Home
Kallady 

28-Jul-08 Nilufer Clubwala of USA: US$500 
  

53,500.00  
Yogaswami 
Girls Home 

28-Jul-08 Geraldine Lesser of Washington, USA: US$200 
  

21,400.00  
HCDG 

28-Jul-08 Kerstin Bartesch of Munich, Germany: 55 euros  
  

9,087.00  
HCDG 

28-Jul-08 Rudolf Diesel Realschule of Munich, Germany: 600 euros 
  

100,000.00  
HCDG 

1-Sep-08 Suyin Karlsen US$50 cash for Erosha's phone 
  

5,300.00  
HCDG 

10-Sep-08 Calhoun School, New York remittance for VoH Project annex 
  

68,926.05  
VoH Project 

12-Sep-08 
Knorr-Bremse Global Care Foundation, Germany (2,026 euros 
excess project funds from City of Munich) 

304,054.39  VoH Project 

15-Sep-08 K.R. Mahendrarajah of Colombo 20,000.00  General Fund 

16-Sep-08 GBP 2,300 from Llanwrytd Wells Tsunami Fund 439,038.72  
VoH Project + 

Synergy 

 TOTAL   3,780,100.76  

2. The Trust’s banked assets as of 31 October 2008: 
• Main current account: .................. Rs.523,226.65 
• VoH Project account: ........................109,290.00 
• Poonagala Project account: ...............100,785.00 
• HCDG (Koslanda) account: ..............137,885.43 
• Savings account balance: .................... 11,023.48  
• Fixed Savings Certificates: .............1,000,000.00 

TOTAL liquid assets ................ Rs. 1,882,210.56 

Highlights of April-October 2008 
Fund raising  
Since its inception, our Trust has depended heavily upon the 
patronage of larger institutions to help it to bear the cost of 
conducting administering small projects in the remote east 
coast and hill country of Sri Lanka. By late 2007 it was clear 
that the need for a fund raising drive was inevitable. We 
therefore first prepared for the drive by publishing three 
photo feature articles about our project work in The Sunday 
Times and by updating our web sites.  
Our next step was to participate in the 33rd Kiwanis 
Asia-Pacific Annual Convention in Jakarta, Indonesia 

March 27-29, 2008, on the recommendation of ASPAC 
Chairman Stewart Labrooy of Malaysia. Trust officers 
Daya Ratnayake and Patrick Harrigan attended the 
ASPAC Convention and both gave presentations about 
Kiwanis Visions of Hope Project, such that it was judged 
to be the “Best Service Project by a Kiwanis Nation” in 
2008. The distinction includes no monetary award, but it 
did draw attention to Sri Lanka and the Visions of Hope 
Project. Soon thereafter, Kiwanis clubs and districts in 
several Asian countries including Malaysia, Indonesia, 
Japan and Indonesia, contributed over US$6,000 to the 
Project, and the Kiwanis Foundation too may respond 
favourably to our funding appeal. 
Fund raising activities in the UK, USA and Germany 
In April 2008, shortly after the Kiwanis event in Jakarta, 
Knorr-Bremse Global Care renewed its support with a 
generous donation of €10,000 for Trust operations and a 
further €5,000 for the new annex to the VoH Children’s 
Center. We are extremely grateful to Knorr-Bremse for 
this grant that will enable the Trust to carry with its work 
despite Sri Lanka’s spiralling cost of living (domestic 
hyper-inflation is currently over 20%) while continuing 
to grow in terms of the scale and impact of our projects.  
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When informed about our successful presentation at the 
Kiwanis Asia-Pacific Convention in Jakarta, the 
chairperson of Knorr-Bremse Global Care, Julia Thiele-
Schürhoff, suggested that we make a similar presentation 
in Munich to coincide with the city’s celebration in July 
of 700 years as a municipal body. Accordingly, Knorr-
Bremse offered to pay the cost of Patrick’s travel from 
Sri Lanka via London to Michigan, USA, to visit family, 
friends, and Trust supporters, if he would stop in Munich 
on the return flight to give a photo exhibition and slide 
presentation about Visions of Hope Project and other K-
B funded projects together with Knorr-Bremse’s Sri 
Lanka representative Rohan Fernando. 
This invitation set the stage for Patrick to fly on 1 June to 
the UK where he was hosted for one week by VoH 
Project Director Dinah Barton and the Keeble family of 
the Llanwrytd Wells Tsunami Appeal in Wales, where 
they gave a presentation to the people of Llanwrytd Wells 
who have been conducting benefits in support of Trust 
projects benefiting tsunami-traumatized children since 
2005. 
Patrick spent the rest of June visiting family and friends 
in Michigan, where he also purchased inexpensive digital 
cameras and used laptop computers for Trust projects. In 
mid-July he flew to Seattle at the invitation of Suyin & 
Steve Karlsen who hosted him for a week and arranged 
for him to give a private presentation to friends and 
supporters. 
Visiting the headquarters of Knorr-Bremse AG in 
Munich, Patrick and Rohan Fernando spoke to a large 
gathering that included leading company officers, local 
press, and City of Munich officials. Deputy Mayor Hep 
Monatzeder commended the relief work that Knorr-
Bremse and our Trust have been conducting. Patrick’s 
and Rohan’s presentations were very well received, and 
the Chairman of Knorr-Bremse was the first to 
congratulate them for delivering very authoritative and 
yet personal presentations. 
After the presentation, the City of Munich agreed to 
release €2,026—the remainder of its unutilized Tsunami 
relief funds—to Knorr-Bremse, who in turn released the 
fund to our Trust in September, for our continuing relief 
work among Tsunami-traumatized youth of the east 
coast. Teachers of Rudolf Diesel Realschule of Munich 
also attended the event, and personally delivered €655 
contributed from their families and their students.  
Other donors also contributed during these months, 
including notably the Karlsen family of USA and friends 
who are supporting new and ongoing projects benefiting 
children in the Hill Country, and the Calhoun School of 
New York whose students and faculty raised and sent a 
further US$648 towards the furnishing and outfitting of 
the new Visions of Hope Children’s Center annex.  

Work permits & resident visas for foreign volunteers 
From its beginning, our Trust has relied upon well 
qualified but unpaid full time volunteers, including 

Executive Director Patrick Harrigan, a qualified Sri 
Lanka specialist who has been residing in Sri Lanka for 
decades. Few qualified Sri Lankans would even consider 
working under the adverse conditions of the East Coast. 
But experience shows that successful project execution—
especially on the East Coast—requires the presence of 
qualified, experienced, and diligent project 
administrators.  
New Immigration Department guidelines issued on 30 April 
2008, however, prohibit visitors from engaging in any 
work—even unpaid voluntary service—unless they apply 
for and obtain an entry visa with permission to engage in 
social work, and only those on an entry visa may then apply 
for resident visa and work permit. Trust administrators have 
been compelled to spend a good deal of time and attention 
to comply with changing requirements, including the latest 
requirement for quarterly financial reports—one for each 
district in which we have projects—that must be approved 
and signed by the respective District Secretary and District 
NGO Coordinator, otherwise the NGO Secretariat will 
decline to process our applications for visa and work permit 
extensions. 
Status of Trust volunteers 
• Patrick Harrigan is Secretary, Executive Director, 

and co-founder of the Sri Lanka Children's Trust 
residing in Sri Lanka for most of the past twenty 
years. In spite of the charitable work he has been 
engaged in without salary all this time, because 
Patrick has served with local NGOs since 2002 
(exceeding the new limit of three years maximum for 
foreign NGO workers), he has been informed that no 
further extensions will be issued to his resident visa 
after it expires on 30 April 2009.  

• Dinah Barton, a qualified homeopath from 
University of Central Lancashire, UK, is the founder 
and Director of the Visions of Hope Children's 
Center. On 12 September 2008 Dinah returned from 
her studies in the UK to resume her volunteer service 
with our Trust in Pandiruppu. She is scheduled to 
return to the UK when her current visa expires on 11 
March 2009. 

• Alen Thomas of Kerala, India, worked as a 
Registered Nurse at Apollo Hospital in Colombo 
before he served as administrative assistant to VoH 
Project manager Moorthy and also taught at the 
Children’s Center. We hoped that Alen would remain 
until August, but in May 2008 Alen had to return 
home due to an illness in the family.  

• Bob Harwood retired from the printing industry in the 
UK, arriving in March 2007 and served as manager of 
our Poonagala Telecentre project, where he trained 
staff, taught basic computer skills to 130 local children, 
and taught English on a part-time basis, until 31 
October 2008.  
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• Helen Downham of the UK is a qualified Teacher of 
English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) 
who arrived in April 2008 and has been serving as 
Teacher Administrator at the Visions of Hope Project 
teaching English to children, project staff, and staff 
of nearby NGOs. She also teaches swimming classes 
for girls and plans to serve with us until April 2009. 

Security on the East Coast 
Conditions on the east coast have been relatively secure 
this year, as the focus of conflict moved to the North, 
with security forces in Colombo often on high alert also. 
However, strikes and political killings have also been 
occurring in Batticaloa and Pandiruppu areas, sometimes 
interrupting Trust activities (like our AGM scheduled for 
25 May). Volunteers share information about security 
developments with other NGO workers. Conditions 
remain calm enough for our volunteers to feel secure and 
safe. 
Relations with District and Divisional level 
Secretariats 
One result of the new regulations governing NGOs like 
ours has been that we are spending more time reporting 
to officials in Divisional and District Secretariats, in 
order to obtain their endorsements for extensions of work 
permit and visa for the foreign volunteers who serve as 
Trust administrators. One positive outcome of our 
increased time spent reporting, we hope, will be a 
strengthening of relations with local government bodies 
and greater awareness of the charitable work our Trust 
has been doing since the Tsunami. On 25 November, for 
instance, officials including the Ampara District NGO 
Coordinator and the District Child Protection Officer will 
be specially visiting Pandiruppu to learn more about our 
project work there. 
Inland Revenue Department tax assessment 
Following a Department of Inland Revenue gazette notice 
in August 2005 ordering all NGOs to pay a flat tax of 
about one per cent of gross revenue, our Trust was 
ordered to pay nearly Rs 100,000 tax. We appealed for 
remission of tax however based upon our working in 
conflict and Tsunami affected areas which are exempted 
from the tax. Our appeal resulted in our tax for financial 
year 2006-7 being reduced to Rs 48,170, which we paid 
on 28 May 2008. 
Our Projects  
A. Ampara District:  Kiwanis Visions of Hope Project 
March 2008: Knorr-Bremse funded construction of two 
toilets behind the site of the new VoH Children’s Center 
annex. Construction had been delayed nearly a year by 
the long, unwieldy process of applying for the building 
permit. 
March 27-29, 2008: Daya Ratnayake and Patrick Harrigan 
give presentations at the 33rd Kiwanis Asia-Pacific Annual 
Convention in Jakarta, Indonesia, where the Visions of 
Hope Project is judged “Best Service Project by a Kiwanis 
Nation”. 

April-July 2008: Construction of the Children’s Center 
Annex begins with funds pledged by Calhoun School of 
New York, later expanded with support from Knorr-
Bremse Global Care. The new two-storey annex includes 
ground floor multi-purpose room and second floor 
classroom and office space. The foundation, ground 
floor, and second floor slab roof of the VoH annex are 
constructed by Pandiruppu neighbourhood workers under 
the direction of VoH Project manager K. 
Vinayagamoorthy. 
August 2008: VoH annex ground floor, although not yet 
fully plastered and painted, opens for use as a classroom 
and extracurricular activities room, especially for classical 
dance. Further construction pauses while we decide upon a 
floor plan for the upper storey, which should be complete 
in early 2009. 
September 2008: Project Director Dinah Barton, who had 
been in the UK completing her degree in homeopathic 
medicine, returns to Sri Lanka. She will stay until March 
2009 to reopen her clinic at VoH Children’s Center and 
fine tune the training of Project administrators.  
October 2008: John Maisey of Moncton Kiwanis Club, 
Canada, invites Patrick to join a newly created 
Facebook.com online group which will document and 
promote the Kiwanis Visions of Hope Project that 
Moncton Kiwanis had initiated shortly after the Tsunami. 
John appoints Patrick to develop the site with text and 
photos. The site, now under development, will serve 
especially Kiwanis Club members in Canada, Sri Lanka 
and around the world as a central venue to publish VoH 
Project information 

B. Batticaloa District: Assistance to Children’s Homes 
Yogaswami Hindu Girls’ Home, Sittandy  
During his visit to the USA, Patrick spoke to Dr. Nilufer 
Clubwala of New York City, who donates a further 
US$500 to improve children’s nutrition and sanitation at 
Yogaswami Hindu Girls Home. Upon return, Patrick visits 
the home and with administrators determines that most of 
the donation should go to rebuild dilapidated toilets with 
the remainder to be used to assist the Home to maintain 
good nutrition despite spiralling costs of foodstuffs. 

Hari Boys’ Home, Kallady 
In December 2007 the London-based architectural firm 
Charles Brice & Co. donated £2,200 to purchase a PC 
and two cows for Hari Boys’ Home. It was later decided 
that the cows should be housed in a cow shed, for which 
Hari Boys’ Home already had a plot of land.  
The total cost of the model cow shed (completed in August 
2008) and two hybrid cows was Rs. 475,000, or ca. Rs. 
120,000 less than Charles Brice & Co. had generously 
contributed, so we are applying half of this balance to trust 
administration, and half to upgrade our counselling 
program for 75 tsunami and conflict traumatized children 
of our Visions of Hope Children’s Center in Pandiruppu.  
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C. Badulla District 

Project:  Hill Country Disability Group 
Location: Currently serving 17 families with handicapped 
youths in Haldumulla and Ella divisions of Badulla District, 
and aiming to serve the entire hill country of central Sri 
Lanka. 
Objective: Support a grassroots organization operated by 
and for the handicapped. Identify needy families with 
handicapped children living in remote areas of the hill 
country; match them with sponsoring families, societies, 
or individuals abroad who want to give that child a better 
chance in life, design and monitor family-sized projects to 
transform the lives of handicapped children and their 
families. 
Donors during April-October 2008:   

• Steve & Suyin Karlsen of USA 
• Geraldine Lesser of USA 
• Joyce Gallagher of USA 
• Kerstin Bartesch of Munich 

Families benefiting from HCDG project activities 
During this period, Trust volunteers visited and assisted 
numerous poor families whom we had never before 
contacted, as well as families we have been helping since 
2007. These include: 
• Irosha (13) of Haldummulla was the first child to find a 
sponsor (Suyin Karlsen) under this project. Her home 
schooling has been going smoothly since August 2007, 
three hours daily by a young mother living nearby, for ca. 
US$40 per month. In September 2008 we provided Irosha 
with her own SunTel phone. 
• Tamilchelvam (15) and Mahindan (16) are two 
severely disabled brothers living with their family on 
Ampittikande Tea Estate who were too poor to pay their 
electricity bills even. With help from Suyin, after 
restoring their electricity, and rebuilding their leaky roof, 
we helped to improve the brothers’ diet with milk foods 
and are now helping to convert their front room into a 
retail shop.  
• Parameswari (24) of the Koslanda Tea Estate is an MS 
victim whom we have presented with a donated television 
and wheelchair in 2007. In October of that year we 
remodeled her family’s front room and stocked it as a retail 
shop for only US$180. Her life has improved markedly 
thanks to this. 
• Bandula (27) of Koslanda was born with a hip 
deformity such that he could never attend school. Again 
Suyin raised money to build a sanitary bathroom so 
Bandula could use it without help. Lately (since 
September 2008) we provided him with a loan laptop 
computer and have engaged a qualified computer teacher 
to teach him at home so Bandula may some day be able 
to earn a modest livelihood at home. 
• Puspawathy 23 of Haputale was coming home by 
train on 13th December 2006, when she fell from the 

train, losing both arms and her right leg. Since then, she 
has been confined to her family home on Haputale Tea 
Estate, and is only now beginning to recover from the 
trauma. After one donor provided a wheelchair, nearby 
businesses in Haputale donated building materials so the 
family could build a bathroom for her, and we have 
donated a CDMA phone. But the toilet still had no door, 
so her father came to us to appeal for funds to construct a 
door, which we promptly gave.  
We aim to enable Pushpa to serve her community as a 
preschool teacher, her profession before the accident. 
Apart from the effects of the awful accident, she is a 
strong, bright young woman who wants to make 
something of her life. She can find work in the school 
opposite her house, if only she could wheel herself from 
her home to the school and back, for which wheelchair 
accessible ramps need to be built for her home and the 
school where Pushpa hopes to teach again. 
• Kishanth (15) of Haputale, like Puspawathy, fell under 
a train and lost both legs at the ankles. Today he has 
prosthetic feet, but walks with difficulty only. Ms. Joyce 
Gallagher of USA has kindly offered to sponsor the cost 
of daily transporting Kishanth to and from school for ca. 
$40/month. We met with Kishanth and his school 
principal on 16 October to finalize arrangements for 
transport payments to be made through the school’s 
development society.  
• Yogeswaran (16) is confined to a wheelchair with his 
family in a small house on a tea estate. He has managed 
to study up to the 11th grade, however he did not pass his 
O Level exam and his studies have stopped. But he is 
keen to learn computer and indeed IT would be the 
sensible avenue for a boy like him to follow so he can 
one day earn a decent livelihood. We plan to develop a 
small telecentre with this family and the estate. 
Yogeswaran's sister is also bright and capable of running 
a rural IT center with her brother. Having the mini-
Nanasala in the family home with Internet access would 
virtually ensure that Yogeswaran within a few years can 
be well on his way to a career in IT. During our visit, we 
presented Yogeswaran with one of the 17 SunTel phones.  
• Vaneja (14) lives a few doors from Yogeswaran. She is 
confined to a wheelchair and mentally challenged to 
some extent also. That is, she understands what people 
are saying, but she hardly speaks, though she is clearly 
sociable and bright. This was our second visit to see 
Vaneja (first time we came to deliver the wheelchair) and 
both times she was plainly thrilled to have visitors and to 
be receiving gifts: first a wheelchair (she had been living 
on the cement floor until that day) and then this time we 
brought two framed photos from our first visit. The 
family next door has helped her family to buy cement, 
etc. to fix up the family's front room where Vaneja 
spends her days.   
Vaneja is a lovely child who however has little prospect 
of ever marrying or finding employment. Despite a 
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crippling disability, Vaneja has a bright personality, so it 
is easy to see why she and her family are so well 
regarded by their neighbors. A sponsoring individual or 
family, providing a small monthly stipend of $20 or $30, 
could do much to give her a better diet, an open window 
to the world and even hope that when she grows up she 
may not always remain dependent upon her family 
members.  
• Indra Malini of Ella is a Sinhala mother who is 
struggling to raise three children aged 8, 11, and 13, all 
three of whom are deaf and dumb. Her husband is a day 
laborer, who finds paid work on a daily basis, when it can 
be found. Fortunately for them, there is a School for the 
Deaf and Blind in Bandarawela. Her request, which we 
endorse, is for help for the cost of schooling the children, 
including a long daily commute to Bandarawela, and the 
cost of school supplies and uniforms. We are seeking a 
sponsor for this family. 
• Ishaan (14) of Ella has been deaf & dumb since birth. 
He lives quite near Indra Malini's three children  and also 
commutes daily to the school for the deaf & dumb, about 
40 minutes away, which sends a van to pick up other deaf 
children and drop them home in the evening (fine, except 
the service is not free). Ishaan’s parents are asking for 
help with the cost of school transportation, only around 
$4-5 per month, and the cost of shoes and school 
uniform.  
Ishaan is an example of a handicapped child from a poor 
family, who could benefit from sponsorship, provided 
that the a sponsor who is committed to see him get an 
education that will enable him to learn a suitable 
livelihood and even marry and raise a family of his own 
some day. Perhaps some day he and his little sister can 
learn computer at school and even at home some day, 
using special software and hardware to learn to speak in 
Sinhala and even in English. But for now, his family is 
only asking for a little help with his education, as they are 
a genuinely poor rural family. 
• Nilantha of Bandarawela (27) is normal and healthy, 
except that from birth he has not had use of his legs. In 
spite of his disability, Nilantha has studied up to the O 
level and is a bright and sociable young man, living with 
his mother and aged grandmother (father passed away). 
They all live in a dilapidated house that is little more than 
a shack, but at least it is their own property and, 
moreover, it is in a commercial location. They are 
currently using the front room as a rustic shop, with just a 
few items like soap and biscuits for sale, and there sits 
Nilantha all day.  
We are encouraging him not simply to clean up the shop, 
but to remodel it altogether. Already we have given him a 
SunTel phone, and now it is his turn to remodel it into a 
proper shop with a nice signboard, with our support, so 
more customers will visit, since his family depends upon 
the pitiful income from his tiny shop. We feel 
that Nilantha, with his decent education, can succeed in 

keeping a shop in that commercial location. He only 
needs encouragement and commercial guidance and, of 
course, nominal financial support, so his family can 
rebuild the store front and put up a nice banner, restock 
the store, etc. We feel that Nilantha is another success 
story waiting to happen, with donor support. 
• Vasanthi (15) of Poonagala lost both parents in a road 
accident when she was only five months old. She 
remained in a hospital until at last a great aunt agreed to 
act as foster mother to the girl. Since then she lives in a 
tiny two room flat with her aunt. Vasanthi is cheerful, if 
rather shy. Her left hand remains clenched so she cannot 
use it except for simple movements, plainly a 
psychological issue. Vasanthi never went to school—she 
may have been too traumatized or withdrawn to interact 
much—so she never got even a rudimentary education, 
even though she appears to be bright. She attends a local 
day care center daily where she helps the two staff to 
look after preschool children, and she takes great 
satisfaction in this.  
Vasanthi’s foster mother, age 50, is very poor and will 
not be able to continue to labor on the tea estate for many 
more years. She is a lovely girl who could some day have 
a normal life and family of her own, if given some help. 
We would like to arrange to pay a small salary to an 
educated girl to provide home education to Vasanthi so 
she can learn to read and write, as a first step so she can 
some day learn to earn her own living and live a more 
normal life. 
• Jayasundara (26) is a dwarf who is also unable to 
walk, so he has to move about in a wheelchair. He lives 
with his mother beside the Koslanda main road near a 
rural bank. He is very bright and sociable, and has 
managed to build a little shop by the roadside, just across 
from the rural bank. As his mother's only son, she 
depends upon him as much as he depends upon her. In 
September we presented him with a SunTel phone, so 
now he is able to earn a little extra by providing telecom 
service to rural bank customers. 
CDMA phone for handicapped families 
After several fruitless attempts to enlist corporate support 
from Lanka Bell, and having raised sufficient donations 
to afford to purchase phones at the new reduced rate (Rs 
4,900), we are finally implementing our CDMA phone 
project, purchasing to date SunTel phones for 17 families 
of handicapped youths in Haldummulla and Ella 
Divisions of Badulla District. Our goal is to provide 
every handicapped family with a phone, as most have no 
phone. We hope that they will be able to support the cost 
of their calls by letting neighbors make calls on payment, 
but mainly we want families to be in communication, so 
we can save the time and expense of driving long 
distances over mountain roads by using phone instead.  
Project:  Poonagala Telecentre, Koslanda 
Donors during April-October 2008:   

• Rudolf-Diesel-Realschule of Munich, Germany 
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In 2007 we applied for a Microsoft-HP initiative called 
‘Bridging the Digital Divide’ to assist projects promoting 
computer literacy in rural areas. We applied with a 
proposal to set up a community IT centre on Poonagala 
Estate above Koslanda, and we were selected. HP has 
given 3 PCs and Microsoft gave Rs. 150,000= ca. 
US$1400 cash, which we used to rent and refurbish a 
large shop.  
This project was originally supposed to open in January, 
but because of repeated delays in delivering materials and 
computers, and in remodelling and wiring the shop, it 
could only open in May, while our application for ICTA 
support took even longer, such that the three ICTA 
computers were only delivered shortly before the as 
Poonagala Nanasala’s official opening on 14 October.  Our 
UK volunteer Bob Harwood oversaw the construction 
work with help from Sri Kanth of Koslanda Nanasala.  
Bob managed the telecenter teaching up to 130 children 
and training staff from May until the end of October 
when he stepped down in order to better facilitate a 
change to make the center financially viable, as he had 
not been able to sustain the telecenter by trying to collect 
Rs. 20 from each student each week. Under the new 
system, which is already in place at Koslanda Estate, the 
Poonagala Estate management will directly deduct a 
fixed sum from workers’ wages to support the Nanasala, 
which they and their children may attend without charge.  
In order to keep this project going until the end of 2008, 
and to pay for additional electrical wiring and furnishings 
needed for all six computers, we intend to apply the €600 
= Rs. 100,000 donation from the Rudolf-Diesel-
Realschule of Munich to meet these and other costs in 
excess of the project’s original budget of US$1400 only.  

Project:  Koslanda Tamil Higher Secondary School 
For children in so many hill country communities of Sri 
Lanka, educational opportunities are often woefully 
inadequate, and Koslanda is no exception. Children of 
Koslanda Tamil Maha Vidyalayam (higher secondary 
school) have to walk kilometres daily to a school that until 
recently had no computers and no electricity. The Steve 
and Suyin Karlsen family of USA, however, generously 
donated US$400 so the school including its new computer 
lab (now called the ‘Karlsen Computer Lab’, still 
consisting of only three old computers) would have 
electricity, and also paid for a colourful 18 foot long digital 
banner promoting the school. 
Project:  Naketiya Primary School, Koslanda is a 
remote primary school of just 32 children of ages 5-11, just 
a one-room school some five km from the main road, 
where a major landslide some years ago destroyed the only 
paved access road that has never since been rebuilt. 
Between environmental havoc and lack of paid work for 
the inhabitants, things have been very hard for those 
families. Inhabitants are afraid to take certain paths 
because of the danger of wild animals, including elephants. 

On 13 October an 11 year old boy tried to hang himself out 
of despair over the problems that his family and other 
families face in Naketiya.  

After visiting Naketiya the next day at the invitation 
of  the principal of Naketiya Primary School, our 
response—with donor support from USA and potentially 
from Rudolf Diesel Realschule of Munich as well—was 
to help to organize and conduct an educational field 
trip for all 32 children (grades 1-5) on 16 October to 
Bandarawela, this tea growing region's biggest town 30+ 
km away, where we also also bought new clothes for 
every child to celebrate Deepavali, at a total cost of $451, 
most of which was for the new clothes. 

After the field trip, at a function to present the Deepavali 
clothes to the children, we urged mothers of Naketiya to 
organize themselves into a women’s self help group, and 
to meet regularly to discuss common problems and 
propose solutions. For our part, we promised to tell their 
plight to sympathetic parents and schools in Germany 
and America, and to try to engage Rotary Clubs in Sri 
Lanka and abroad to support projects to improve 
education, road access, water supply and also to address 
social problems stemming from the village’s isolation 
and poverty. We have been reporting directly to the 
Karlsen family in the USA and to the Rudolf Diesel 
Realschule in Munich, Germany, who have expressed 
interest in making this a long term project, and with 
Rotarians including our Trust’s President-elect Mr. 
Vemban Ramanathan, President of Rotary Club of 
Batticaloa, and with other Rotarians in the USA.  
The Sri Lanka Children’s Trust is grateful to our:  

• Donor organizations 
• Donor individuals  
• Field Volunteers 
• Partner organisations  
• and the SLCT Board of Directors 

This report was prepared by the Secretary of the Sri 
Lanka Children's Trust, who vouches for its accuracy. 

Pandiruppu, 6 November 2008 


