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Section I: Overview of the Children’s Trust 
Sri Lanka Children’s Trust: Who We Are  
The plight of Sri Lanka’s most needy children is desperate 
and urgent. They are the innocent victims not only of 
persistent ethnic conflict, poverty, alcoholism and violence 
directed against women and children, but also in many cases 
they were traumatized by losing family members, friends, 
home and belongings to natural disasters. 
The Tsunami of 26 December 2004 was a catastrophe for 
families living on Sri Lanka’s east coast, killing tens of 
thousands, especially women, children and the elderly, and 
traumatizing those who survived it. Many people in Sri Lanka 
and abroad rallied to the relief effort. 

The Sri Lanka Children’s Trust began as the Tsunami 
response of Patrick Harrigan, an American Sri Lanka 
specialist and long time resident of Sri Lanka, and C.T. 
Sachidanandam, a prominent Batticaloa attorney and retired 
civil servant. Several of Mr. Sachidanandam’s fellow 
attorneys and civil servants joined the effort, and through 
Patrick’s web site www.Anathi.org devoted to helping 
children’s homes of the east coast, many like-minded people 
from abroad have contributed financially and even come to 
Sri Lanka to serve as volunteers. 

The Sri Lanka Children’s Trust was registered with the 
Ministry of Social Welfare as a national voluntary service 
organisation in 2006 (Reg. No. FL-122111 issued on 26 
June 2007). Today the Trust is a recognized not-for-profit 
NGO serving children in Batticaloa, Ampara, and Badulla 
districts. 

Today our Trust helps children’s homes in Batticaloa District, 
Tsunami-affected children of Pandiruppu (Kalmunai), and 
handicapped children in the central Hill Country. Working 
closely with local and national government officials, as well 
as donor agencies and individuals abroad, in a few short 
years the Sri Lanka Children’s Trust has earned the respect 
and confidence of the governmental and non-governmental 
sectors alike.  

Our Aims and Objectives 
The Primary Objects of the Trust are to: 

(i) Provide assistance to children’s homes in terms of 
improving the children’s sanitation, health, education, 
and general welfare.  

(ii) Rehabilitate children affected by poverty, civil conflict, 
or natural disasters by establishing and maintaining 
programs in association with local self help and other 
societies. 

(iii) Provide assistance including technical and financial 
assistance for the weakest members of society, 
including the aged, women, and the handicapped, 
either individually or collectively.  

Ancillary Objects: 
(i) Establish funds or trusts and to receive donations, 

contributions and subscriptions towards pursuance of 
the primary objects of the trust; 

(ii) Act as paid consultants to other national and 
international organisations who wish to carry out 
charitable work in Sri Lanka.  

(iii) Seek external funding from Sri Lanka and abroad with 
the approval of the Government of Sri Lanka in 
support of the above mentioned objects. 

(iv) Engage volunteers from Sri Lanka and abroad in 
support of the above-mentioned objects. 

Present Strength of Human Resources  
Our unpaid volunteers include public servants, attorneys, 
doctors, and other professionals from Sri Lanka and abroad 
with long experience in education, medicine, community 
development, information technologies, accounting, media, 
and other fields. Membership is however not limited to an 
educated or social elite, as many of our volunteers are 
ordinary working people from rural backgrounds who share 
in the Trust’s commitment to help Sri Lanka’s needy children. 

2007-8 Office Bearers 
• President – M.K. Perinparaja 
• Vice President – V. Thadchanamoorthy 

• Vice President – P. Muthulingam 
• Secretary – Patrick Harrigan 
• Joint Secretary – Daya Ratnayake 
• Treasurer – S.P. Seevaratnam 

• Joint Treasurer – S. Srikanthan 
Board of Trustees: 
C. Punniyamoorthy ......former Batticaloa District Secretary 
M. Udayakumar ...........Municipal Commissioner of Batticaloa 
C.T. Sachidanandam.........Attorney at law 
M.K. Perinparaja. ...............Attorney at law 
V. Thadchanamoorthy .......Attorney at law 
S. Sundararaja...................Public Servant 
P. Balasundaram ...............Attorney at law 
E. Somasundaram.............Attorney at law 
P. Muthulingam .................Attorney at law 
V. Gopalappillai..................Public Servant 
V. Ramanathan..................President, Batticaloa Rotary Club 
U. Lebbe ...........................Sr. Child Care & Probation Officer 
S. Srikanthan ....................Social entrepreneur 

Sri Lanka Children’s Trust: What we do 
Sri Lanka Children’s Trust volunteers work closely with 
community based organizations, children’s homes, and local 
government officials to identify children’s needs in terms of 
health, nutrition, sanitation, and education. They then custom 
design small projects directed towards these needs, sourcing 
and working with donor partners in other countries.  
Our volunteers typically bring specialized skills in computer 
applications, accounting, photography, healing arts, nutrition, 
etc. and/or have long experience in public relations, 
publishing, etc. that they apply to assist children’s homes 
and local organizations to source donor funding and become 
financially transparent and solvent.  
In addition to this central activity, the Trust also serves as a 
networking hub and logistics resource base for organisations 
that carry out social service on the East Coast. Our branch 
offices serve donors, often corporate or individuals, who do 
not have field offices in Sri Lanka.  
Our in-depth knowledge of the communities we serve 
enables us means we can easily identify compatible project-
concepts for donors, as well as project managers and 
contractors to organise project logistics. Our combined 
decades of experience of living and working in rural Sri 
Lanka, and the respect villagers have for us, give us a 
unique ability to bridge the cultural divide between 
international donors and local needs. 
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By facilitating coordination between donors abroad and local 
organizations, we have helped to improve living conditions 
for many hundreds of children since the Tsunami. The Trust 
also serves as an oversight and administrative body for 
donors, ensuring that expenditure is carried out with 
transparency and accountability. 

Section II: Highlights of 2007-8 
2007-8 in Review: Project Growth and Transition 
The Sri Lanka Children’s Trust is a non-profit, non-political 
and non-sectarian national voluntary service organisation 
incorporated in December 2005, derived from its predecessor 
the Anathi Project, which had been an ad hoc response of 
individuals to the Tsunami of 26 December 2004.  
Fortunately, from the start the Trust has been well endowed 
with friends and supporters, including experienced public 
servants and attorneys, beginning with its co-founder C.T. 
Sachidanandam. He framed the Trust’s legal Articles of 
Association wisely, selecting from among his associates a 
capable and dedicated Board of Trustees. They in turn 
contributed their time and expertise to establish the Trust on 
a firm legal and financial footing in support of Executive 
Director Patrick Harrigan, the Sri Lankan and foreign 
volunteers who serve with him, and the projects that they 
design and implement with Board approval.  
The SLCT Board of Trustees too has evolved to include 
members from outside the legal profession. Notable among 
our Trustees who serve unpaid are retired senior civil 
servants (C.T. Sachidanandam and C. Punniyamoorthy, 
former Batticaloa District Secretary), and senior civil 
administrators (the Municipal Commissioner of Batticaloa 
and the senior Child Probation Officer for Ampara District) 
among others. The Board has also expanded to include 
trustees based in Colombo and the central hill country, in 
order to expand Trust activities to those areas as well. 
Even before incorporation, however, Trust volunteers had 
already established a successful track record conducting 
Tsunami relief activities including livelihood regeneration for 
fishermen, masons, and others, and infrastructure support 
for children’s homes throughout the East Coast. It was this 
work that attracted the Trust’s first partnerships with private 
organisations and individuals based in Canada, Germany, 
the UK, and the United States. 
Our Partners 
Foremost among our financial contributors have been:  

• Knorr-Bremse Global Care of Germany 
• The City of Munich, Germany 
• Kiwanis Club of Colombo City; and 
• Llanwrtyd Wells Tsunami Appeal of the UK. 

Smaller contributions have come from schools (Rudolf Diesel 
Realschule of Munich, Calhoun School of New York) and 
local societies (Columbiaville Organic Cooperative of 
Michigan, USA,). Other dedicated individuals have taken 
upon themselves as a personal mission to help Sri Lanka’s 
children in need by raising funds among friends and 
associates at home in support of SLCT activities, including:  

• Dr. Nilufer Clubwala of USA 
• Suyin and Steve Karlsen of USA 
• Dinah Barton of the UK 
• Matt Morris of the UK 
• Sherin Brooke of the UK; and 
• Gajalakshmi Param of Australia 

Our Trust is indebted, most especially to the Knorr-Bremse 
Global Care Foundation of Germany, with whom we have 
had a long and mutually fruitful partnership since mid-2005, 

monitoring diverse Knorr-Bremse projects including: 
• life-saving heart operations for a young woman from a 

poor family in Palamunai, and for the pastor-founder of 
Arudpany Girls Home of Navatkudah, Batticaloa; 

• reviving Karaitivu’s devastated fishing industry by providing 
21 modern fishing boats including nets & engines; 

• rebuilding the infrastructure of Bethel Arudpany Girls 
Home that had been struck by the Tsunami; and 

• constructing community facilities in the Kalmunai area 
including our own Visions of Hope Children’s Center. 

Knorr-Bremse Global Care in 2006 generously donated ten 
thousand euros directly to support our Trust’s operational 
expenses. The grant was projected to support the Trust for one 
year only, but by maintaining only a small staff of two or three 
unpaid volunteers and spending funds very frugally, we were 
able to maintain the Trust with its operations through all of 2006-
2007 and well into 2008. Most donors’ grants are too small to 
cover the actual costs of implementing their projects, with little or 
no provision to support our related expenses, including 
transport, phone, and maintenance of field volunteers.  
In April 2008 Knorr-Bremse Global Care renewed its support 
with a further donation of ten thousand euros. This 
operational grant will enable the Trust to carry with its work 
despite Sri Lanka’s spiralling cost of living (domestic hyper-
inflation is currently raging at 25%) while continuing to grow 
in terms of the scale and impact of our projects.  
Visions of Hope Project 
The Visions of Hope Project, overshadowing all other Trust 
projects in terms of size, complexity, and commitment, was 
originally proposed to the Kiwanis Club of Colombo City 
(KCCC) by the Kiwanis EC&C Division 18 of Canada in 2005 
as a long-term project to help Tsunami affected children.  
The Project was making little headway in identifying a needy 
community and local partners, until August 2005 when 
KCCC approached Patrick Harrigan. Thereafter the project 
sprang to life after identifying Pandiruppu (large village 
adjacent to Kalmunai) as a community with a large 
concentration of poor Tsunami affected children needing 
long-term rehabilitation.  
The Kiwanis Clubs wanted to build or purchase a building in 
Pandiruppu and operate it as a children’s center until the 
affected children become young adults, but it soon became 
evident that the available funds were insufficient. It was then 
that other project partners—including notably Knorr-Bremse 
Global Care Foundation and the City of Munich—stepped 
forward and joined as partners in a consortium. 
The Project identified and purchased available land in the 
heart of the affected children’s neighbourhood in January 
2006. Knorr-Bremse Global Care then contracted AFAP (the 
Australian Federation for the Peoples of Asia & the Pacific) 
to construct a Youth Center upon the land. The construction 
was undertaken promptly, and the new Kiwanis Visions of 
Hope Children’s Center opened its doors on 26 August 2006.  
The Sri Lanka Children’s Trust plays a central role in this 
long term project. We are responsible for project 
administration, accounts, and documentation, including 
reporting to project partners. So important and time-
consuming is the Project that in March 2007 we shifted our 
registered Trust office from Batticaloa District to Pandiruppu 
when Patrick Harrigan came to replace Dinah Barton as 
resident Project Director, in order to maintain a continuous 
administrative presence in Pandiruppu. 
For a more details of the Visions of Hope Project and other 
projects undertaken by the Trust in 2007-8, see Section III.   
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Foreign Volunteers 
From its beginning, our Trust has relied upon well qualified 
but unpaid full time volunteers, including Executive Director 
Patrick Harrigan, a qualified Sri Lanka specialist who has 
been residing in Sri Lanka for decades. Few qualified Sri 
Lankans would even consider working under the adverse 
conditions of the remote East Coast. But experience shows 
that successful project execution—especially on the East 
Coast—requires the presence of diligent and experienced 
project administrators.  
In the months following the Tsunami, we accepted dozens of 
volunteers from abroad, typically for a month or two. But we 
found that, with a few exceptions, these mostly young 
inexperienced volunteers from western countries were 
unprepared for the social conditions of rural Sri Lanka, nor 
did they have adequate work experience to serve 
productively alone or in a team.  
We still accept foreign volunteers, but our policy is to accept 
only mature volunteers with a proven background in fields 
that our projects need, including administration, accounting, 
teaching English as a foreign language, computer, etc., and 
that too only when they are prepared to commit themselves 
to a period of service of from several months up to two or 
three years in some cases. Our 2007-8 volunteers include: 
• Patrick Harrigan, founder and Executive Director of the 

Sri Lanka Children's Trust, is an American born 
specialist in South Asia Studies whose area of 
geographical expertise is Sri Lanka. A frequent visitor to 
Sri Lanka since 1971 and resident since 1988, Patrick 
turned from research and publishing to relief work after 
the Asian Tsunami ravaged the east coast of Sri Lanka.  

• Dinah Barton has been practicing homeopathy and 
yoga in India and Sri Lanka since 1997. After the 
Tsunami Dinah served for two years as a volunteer 
social worker and homoeopath with the Sri Lanka 
Children's Trust. She is the founder and Director of the 
Visions of Hope Children's Center. In April 2007 Dinah 
returned to the UK in to complete her degree studies in 
homeopathy, returning in September 2008 to resume 
her volunteer service with our Trust.  

• Bob Harwood retired from the printing industry in the 
UK, arriving 15 March 2007 and has established himself 
in the Koslanda-Poonagala region of the Hill Country as 
manager of our Poonagala Telecentre project, where he 
trains staff, teaches basic computer skills to 130 local 
children, and teaches English on a part-time basis. Bob 
plans to serve until the end of October 2008. 

• Alen Thomas of Kerala, India, contacted us in January 
2008 when he was still working as a Registered Nurse 
at Apollo Hospital in Colombo, wishing to serve with us 
after his contract expired until August. Alen visited his 
native Kerala and returned to Sri Lanka at his own 
expense in March. Alen served with distinction as 
administrative assistant to VoH Project manager Moorthy 
and also taught at the Children’s Center. We hoped that 
Alen would remain until August, but in May Alen had to 
return home due to an illness in the family.  

• Helen Downham of the UK is a qualified Teacher of 
English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) who 
arrived in April 2008 and has been serving as Teacher 
Administrator at the Visions of Hope Project teaching 
English to children, project staff, and staff of nearby 
NGOs. She also teaches swimming classes for girls and 
plans to serve for a year in Sri Lanka. 

 

National NGO registration & Visas for Volunteers 
New legislation introduced since the Tsunami now prohibits 
visitors from engaging in any work—even unpaid voluntary 
service—unless they apply through official channels and 
obtain an entry visa with permission to engage in social 
work, and only those on an entry visa may apply for resident 
visa and work permit. Trust administrators have devoted a 
good deal of attention to keep informed of changes in 
government policy and to comply with changing 
requirements in terms of documenting our activities. 
Security on the East Coast 
A major operation by security forces in March-April 2007 
effectively cleared anti-government insurgents out of the 
Eastern Province, with a marked reduction in tensions and 
incidents throughout the east coast, although many 
thousands of displaced persons are now living as refugees.  
As of March 2007 however we had already decided to close 
our registered office in Batticaloa altogether and expand our 
presence in Pandiruppu where our Visions of Hope Project is 
based. There we have rented a small house that serves as 
the Trust office and residential quarters for volunteers 
including the Executive Director. The Trust in the course of  
2007-8 has thus consolidated its assets including human 
resources and is better positioned than ever to tackle its new 
role as a voluntary service organization serving all Sri Lanka. 
Relations with the Department of Probation & Child Care 
The close association of the Sri Lanka Children’s Trust with 
children, naturally and necessarily, has included a close 
working relationship with officials of the Department of 
Probation & Child Care. Our Visions of Hope Project for 
children in Pandiruppu, for instance, comes directly under 
the purview of the Department’s senior probation officer Mr. 
Lebbe, whose office is quite near to our Center.  
Probation officers have authority over any society or 
institution that deals with children. Child Protection Officers 
including Mr. Lebbe conduct visits to our Children’s Center 
regularly, and have praised our VoH Project as a model 
voluntary project to rehabilitate Tsunami affected children.  
Mr. Lebbe did, however, exercise his authority as Probation 
Officer in October 2006 to issue a ruling that, for security 
reasons, the Visions of Hope Children’s Center should close 
at dusk so children and teachers may all return home before 
nightfall. We accept this and any other ruling by the 
Department, and we are implementing it strictly. Their 
authority extends to every project of the Trust, but to date 
only the VoH Project is subject to this special ruling.  
It is also noteworthy that our foreign volunteers, including the 
Executive Director, are required to submit written evidence 
from their home country that they have no criminal record. 
This is doubly important when volunteers work with children. 
Inland Revenue Department tax assessment 
The Tsunami also resulted in other legislation affecting the 
way NGOs conduct business in Sri Lanka. The Department 
of Inland Revenue in August 2005 issued a gazette notice 
ordering all NGOs to register with them and to pay a flat tax 
amounting to about one per cent of gross revenue. Prior to 
this, non-profit organisations had not been subject to taxation 
since, by law, they generate no profits. 
Accordingly, we have complied with the law by registering 
with the Dept of Inland Revenue and paying the tax. Our 
application for remission of taxes based upon the relief 
nature of our project work was accepted and our tax liability 
for year 2006 reduced by half. Refer to the section 
‘Statement of Accounts’ for details of the Trust’s tax liability 
as calculated by our auditors.  
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Section III: Our Projects  
Project Work  2007-8 by district: 
1. Ampara District:  Visions of Hope Project, Pandiruppu 
2. Batticaloa District:  Assistance to Children’s Homes 
3. Badulla District: Empowering Hill Country Handicapped 

A. Ampara District 
Theme: Long-term rehabilitation for Tsunami 

affected children 
Project:  Kiwanis Visions of Hope Project 
Location: Kiwanis Children’s Center, Veemar Road, 

Pandiruppu-2, Ampara District 
Aim: Build, maintain and operate a Children’s Center to 
provide long term supplemental education & nutrition daily 
for up to 75 Tsunami affected children age 4-14. 
Donors:  

• Kiwanis EC&C Division 18 of Canada 
• Kiwanis Club of Colombo City 
• Knorr-Bremse Global Care Foundation of Germany 
• Llanwrtyd Wells Tsunami Appeal of the UK 
• City of Munich, Germany 
• Calhoun School of New York, USA 
• Suyin and Steve Karlsen of USA 

Duration: Nov 2005 until all the children reach adulthood 
Project Benchmarks:  
February 2005: Kiwanis EC&C Division 18 of Canada 
contacts the Kiwanis Club of Colombo City requesting their 
support for a proposed Vision of Hope Project to help 
children affected by the Tsunami of 26 December 2004.  
August 2005: On behalf of Kiwanis EC&C Division 18 of 
Canada, Daya Ratnayake of Kiwanis Club of Colombo City 
approaches Patrick Harrigan seeking help to establish a 
home for Tsunami-affected children on the east coast. The 
coastal village of Pandiruppu, where 1,711 lives were lost in 
the Tsunami, is selected as a suitable community. Dinah 
Barton meets villagers who had already organized 
themselves into the Nava Shakti Welfare Organization, a 
women’s self-help group to rehabilitate 50+ neighbourhood 
children who had all lost family members to the Tsunami. 
October 2005: NGO consortium formed consisting initially of 
SLCT, Kiwanis Club of Colombo City, and Kiwanis EC&C 
Division 18 of Canada who offer to sponsor purchase or 
construction of a new home for children in Pandiruppu and 
support its continuing costs of operation. Newly enacted 
legislation following the Tsunami, however, virtually prohibits 
the registration of new homes. So the consortium agrees 
instead to create a day center for the rehabilitation of local 
Tsunami affected children.  
November 2006: Dinah Barton arranges visit by the Mayor 
of the City of Munich, who pledges 10,000 euros to support 
the rehabilitation project for Tsunami affected children of 
Pandiruppu. Kiwanis Club of Colombo City presents initial 
grant to the VoH Project to repair a temporary facility. The 
Knorr Bremse Global Care Foundation of Germany 
expresses interest in funding the construction of the VoH 
Children’s Center and engages the Australian Foundation for 
Peoples of Asia and the Pacific (AFAP) as project contractor.  
January 2006: Purchase of land in Pandiruppu for the VoH 
Children’s Center. Kiwanis EC&C Division 18 representative 
Paul Jennings visits from Canada to meet the Visions of Hope 
Project children & volunteers, confirms EC&C Div. 18’s 

decision to support it as a long term project of Kiwanis EC&C 
Div. 18.  
March 2006: Classes in Sinhala language initiated so VoH 
children may learn Sinhala as well as Tamil & English, as a 
vital step towards ethnic reconciliation. 
March-July 2006: Construction of the Children’s Center by 
AFAP. Children’s activities continue in the adjacent 
temporary facility.  
March-July 2006: Initial six-day training over three months 
for young animators of ‘Synergy Club’ providing daily 
counselling & play therapy for Tsunami-traumatized children.  
26 August 2006: Inauguration of the Kiwanis Visions of 
Hope Children’s Center  
September 2006: Broad changes in program instituted by 
Project Director Dinah Barton, emphasizing educational 
activities by qualified teachers, shifting dietary focus from 
rice & curry meals to fresh dairy, fruits & nuts, and especially 
emphasizing the role of training local staff to administer 
overall activities and maintain accounts. Enrolment climbs as 
parents who had withdrawn children earlier seek to have 
them readmitted.  
October 2006: Basic computer literacy classes started on 
weekends for ~30 older children at nearby Brothers of 
Charity Community Center 
November 2006: Swimming classes started on weekends 
for VoH children at Knorr-Bremse funded swimming pool at 
the Brothers of Charity Community Center.  
January 2007: Pre-school activities initiated for up to 25 
children for three hours daily in order to better utilize the 
Center in the mornings when older children are attending 
school. Preschool is conducted by Mrs. Govindaswamy, a 
retired principal. 
April 2007: SLCT moves its administrative facility from 
Batticaloa to a rented house in Pandiruppu near to the VoH 
Project. Project Director Dinah Barton completes two years 
voluntary service, hands over VoH Project administration to 
local staff trained by her, and returns to the UK to resume 
homeopathic degree studies while remaining actively 
engaged via Internet.  
May 2007: Patrick Harrigan occupies SLCT’s Pandi House in 
order to monitor the Project better and provide administrative 
support.  
March 2008: Construction of Children’s Center Annex begins 
with funds pledged by Calhoun School of New York, later 
expanded with support from Knorr-Bremse Global Care. The 
new two-storey annex will include ground floor multi-purpose 
room with toilets, and second floor classroom and office 
space. The ground floor facilities opened in August 2008 and 
the upper storey facilities are expected to open in early 2009. 
March 27-29, 2008: Daya Ratnayake and Patrick Harrigan 
give presentations at the 33rd Kiwanis Asia-Pacific Annual 
Convention in Jakarta, Indonesia, where the Visions of Hope 
Project is judged "Best Service Project by a Kiwanis Nation". 
Observations: Visions of Hope is our flagship project, one 
that is often cited by child protection officials as a model 
project for the rehabilitation of children affected by conflict, 
poverty, and natural disaster. It is also a long-term 
undertaking intended to continue until all the children pass 
out of school and become responsible young adults. It should 
be emphasized that this project is a collective undertaking of 
several partner organizations and many volunteers from Sri 
Lanka and abroad (notably Dinah Barton of the UK), whose 
sustained involvement is essential for the bright future of these 
children, and to whom we are deeply appreciative. 
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B. Batticaloa District 
Theme: Assistance to Children’s Homes 

1. Bethel Arudpany Girls Home, Navatkudah 
Objective: Help a Tsunami-struck children’s home to rebuild 
its infrastructure and achieve long-term financial stability 
Location: Kavadkudah, five km south of Batticaloa 
Description: Provide technical, administrative, and financial 
support for a home for 30+ destitute girls that was partly 
destroyed by the Tsunami of 26 December 2004. Train 
administrators and residents in information technology and 
English language so they can communicate directly with 
donor agencies and individuals abroad.  
Donors:  

• Presbyterian College of USA  
• Knorr-Bremse Global Care Foundation of Germany 
• Sherin Brooke and friends of the UK 

Partners:  
• Arche Nova Foundation of Dresden, Germany 
• City of Munich, Germany 

Project Benchmarks:  
September 2005: Presbyterian College of USA contributes 
$5500 to enable the Home to emerge from crushing debt to 
its bank and other creditors. 
October 2005: We approach the German NGO Arche Nova 
on behalf of Arudpany Girls Home and secure their financial 
& technical assistance to dig a new well, build toilets, and put 
up a boundary wall around the home. 
November 2005: Our volunteers direct a delegation from 
Munich including the Mayor to Arudpany Girls Home, 
resulting in further financial support for the Home. 
August 2005-January 2006: Sherin Brooke of the UK 
arranges further assistance to Arudpany Girls Home 
including donation of a poultry setup. 
January 2006 to July 2007: Knorr-Bremse Global Care 
donates ca. 15,000 euros in cash and durable items over an 
18-month period through SLCT. 
September 2007: Rev. Puvanendran went for a heart 
checkup at Apollo Hospital and was advised that he urgently 
needed a triple bypass operation. We appeal to Knorr-
Bremse Global Care, who generously agreed to approach 
the President’s Fund for help and to pay the remainder.  
April 2008: Rev. Puvanendran makes a full recovery 
following triple bypass surgery in Colombo. His family and 
the Girls’ Home he founded are extremely grateful to our 
Trust and to Knorr-Bremse. All transactions with the doctors 
and hospital were conducted directly through Knorr-Bremse. 
Observations: Support from German donors, especially 
Knorr-Bremse Global Care, has made the critical difference 
in lifting this home from the brink of financial collapse to the 
healthy state it enjoys today. To do this, we had to 
introduced and enforce a higher level of financial 
transparency, which has also been for the home’s long-term 
benefit. Efforts to promote English and computer education, 
and a minimal Internet-based reporting capability, however 
have yet to yield satisfactory results. 

2. Manikkavasagar Boys Home, Santhively 
We are grateful to students and teachers of Rudolf Diesel 
Realschule of Munich, Germany, who supported this home in 
2005 by sponsoring the donation of a hybrid milk cow, and later 
raising funds to construct a cow shed for the home. In February 
2007 they funded the distribution of 450 textbooks through The 
Asia Foundation to this home and six other children’s 
institutions, and a further 435 textbooks in March 2008.  

3. Yogaswami Hindu Girls’ Home, Sittandy  
Dr. Nilufer Clubwala of New York City since 2005 has been 
raising funds in the USA and, in association with Hinduism 
Today magazine, has established the Yogaswami Hindu Girls 
Home Endowment Fund. Through her fund raising efforts, Dr. 
Clubwala has supported the construction of long needed 
attached bathroom complex for the Home as well as a new 
well, kitchen needs, and personal needs for the Home’s 42 
children, as well as the donation of two hybrid milk cows, and 
support for better nutrition and infrastructure maintenance. We 
continue to monitor this Home with monthly site visits.   

4. Swami Natarajananda Boys’ Home, Sittandy  
This home under the experienced direction of Mr. Devaraj 
has struggled for years to provide its 46 boys with decent 
nutrition, health, and education without state funds or 
external donors. Our Trust has helped through our 
volunteers who visit, assess priorities, and arrange for small 
donations for specific needs since 2005. Recently the Sri 
Lanka-Ireland Friendship Society helped to build a new two-
story residential facility for this home. In 2006 we donated two 
hybrid milk cows; we have continued to visit the home monthly 
to assist them when and as our resources permit.  

5. Yogaswami Nalvar Illam, Chenkalady  
The Sivathondan Ashram of Chenkalady, which accepted a 
number of orphaned boys after the Tsunami, aims to create 
a Gurukulam for boys at its 3-acre facility in Sittandy. With 
help from our Trust, Mr. Dharmalingam Siddhan of Australia 
has established the Yogaswami Nalvar Illam Endowment 
Fund. The Endowment Fund, like that of Yogaswami Hindu 
Girls’ Home of Sittandy, will raise funds to refurbish the 
Sittandy facility and provide for the Gurukulam’s recurring 
monthly expenses. The Sivathondan Ashram would 
accommodate twenty destitute boys from rural areas.  

6. Hari Boys’ Home, Kallady 
In December 2007 the London-based architectural firm 
Charles Brice & Co. contacted us expressing an interest to 
help the Hari Boys’ Home of Kallady by donating a computer 
and two milk cows. For this purpose we accepted £2,200 
from them in February, from which we purchased and 
delivered a high quality desktop PC system for Rs. 83,000 on 
20 February. It was later decided that the cows should be 
housed in a cow shed, for which Hari Boys’ Home already 
had a plot of land. By the end of the fiscal year (end of March 
2008), the cow shed construction had started and one of the 
two hybrid cows had already been purchased.  
The total cost of the model cow shed (completed in August 
2008) and two hybrid cows was Rs. 475,000. As the donor 
Charles Brice & Co. generously contributed ca. Rs. 120,000 
more than the base cost of the project, we are applying half of 
the balance to administration, and half to upgrade our 
counselling program for 75 tsunami and conflict traumatized 
children of our Visions of Hope Children’s Center (page 4). 

Project:  Asia Foundation ‘Books for Asia’ 
Objective: Provide high quality text books to children’s 
homes, schools, and youth projects to encourage book 
reading and English among children, teachers, and 
volunteers working with children in remote areas. 
Location: Five children’s homes of Batticaloa District; 
Visions of Hope Children’s Center of Pandiruppu, Ampara 
District; and institutions serving youths in Badulla District.  
Description: The Asia Foundation’s ‘Books for Asia’ 
program ships textbook publishers’ ‘extras’ to Sri Lanka by 
the sea container for distribution to libraries, yet no 
distribution system exists to help institutions in remote areas 
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far from Colombo. In this partnership of The Asia Foundation 
and the Sri Lanka Children’s Trust, donors sponsored the 
distribution of library reference books and children’s 
textbooks to children’s institutions served by the Trust. 
Donor:  Rudolf Diesel Realschule of Munich, Germany 
Partner: The Asia Foundation of USA 
Project Benchmarks:  
February 2007: Students & teachers of the Rudolf Diesel 
Realschule of Munich, Germany sent a donation, for which 
we made an agreement with The Asia Foundation such that 
half of the Rs 30,000 donation was donated to The Asia 
Foundation for 450 textbooks and reference books, and half 
to our Trust to distribute the books to schools, libraries and 
children’s institutions on the east coast.  
March 2008: On 8 March 2008, with another donation from  
Rudolf Diesel Realschule, we returned to The Asia 
Foundation in Colombo, with a donation of Rs. 20,000, and 
selected 435 English language textbooks and reference 
books for distribution on the east coast. With this second 
distribution, to date we have distributed 450 + 435 = 885 
textbooks and reference books to the following institutions: 
1. Batticaloa Public Library; 
2. Manikkavasagar Boys’ Home of Santhiveli 
3. Yogaswami Saiva Girls’ Home of Sittandy 
4. Swami Natarajananda Boys’ Home of Sittandy 
5. Visions of Hope Children’s Center of Pandiruppu 
6. Hill Country Disability Group of Badulla District 
7. Badulla District Group of Rural Knowledge Centers 

C. Badulla District 
Theme:  Empowering Hill Country Handicapped 

Project:  Hill Country Disability Group 
Location: Based in Koslanda, Badulla District, aiming to 
serve the entire hill country of central Sri Lanka 
Objective: Support a grassroots organization operated by 
and for the handicapped. Identify needy families with 
handicapped children living in remote areas of the hill 
country; match them with sponsoring families, societies, or 
individuals abroad who want to give that child a better 
chance in life, design and monitor family-sized projects to 
transform the lives of handicapped children and their families. 
Donors:   

• Joanne Capano of USA  
• Thomas Rupnicki of USA 
• Steve & Suyin Karlsen of USA 
• Helen Dalzell & Janet Taylor of USA 
• William & Mary Pearce of USA  
• Stewart & Janet LaBrooy of Malaysia 

Partners:  
• Hill Country Disability Group 
• National Secretariat for Persons with Disabilities 

Project Benchmarks:  
April 2006: With impetus and support from Sri Kanthan 
family of Koslanda, the SLCT agrees to serve as parent 
organization to create a Hill Country Disability Group, 
launches project web site www.HCDG.org. 
2006: SLCT volunteers visit the handicapped, gathering 
information upon which to propose family-sized projects. 
First contacts with potential donors and project partners.  
December 2006: Work to plan and implement projects 
begins in earnest with the first substantial donation provided 

by Joanne Capano of USA. Proposals focus upon improving 
communications and reporting capabilities.  
18 March 2007: 1st Board meeting of the Hill Country Disability 
Group. Directors initiate process of registering the society and 
opening a bank account so projects may commence. 
Feb-July 2007: Volunteers explore several promising (yet 
disappointing) avenues of action, seeking to publish a 
newsletter, create a comprehensive database of needy families, 
applying for social disability benefit payments for families with 
handicapped members, negotiating with INGOs to import and 
distribute wheelchairs, helping to establish a tele-medicine 
project, and proposing a CDMA Telecom Livelihood Project with 
Lanka Bell, without little tangible outcome.  
August 2007-present: With donor support provided by 
Suyin Karlsen of the USA, volunteers began to implement 
mini-projects for disabled youths including: 

• Irosha (13) of Haldummulla, an MS victim, who had to 
stop her education four years ago, until the Karlsens 
offered to pay for a nearby educated but unemployed 
young mother to teach Irosha for three hours a day in 
return for a modest salary. We visit Irosha monthly to 
monitor her progress and deliver school supplies. Irosha is 
also a talented artist with the will to be self-supporting. 
• Parameswari (23) of the Koslanda Tea Estate is another 
MS victim whom we have presented with a donated 
television and wheelchair. In October 2007 we remodeled 
her family’s front room and stocked it as a retail shop at a 
total cost of only US$180.  
• Tamilchelvam (15) and Mahindan (16) are two 
physically and mentally disabled brothers living with their 
family on Ampittikande Tea Estate who were too poor to 
pay their electricity bills even. With help from Suyin we 
restored their electricity, improved the brothers’ diet with 
milk foods, rebuilt their leaky roof, and are helping to convert 
their front room into a retail shop like Parameswari’s shop. 
• Bandula (23) of Koslanda was born with a hip deformity 
such that he could never attend school. Again Suyin raised 
money to build a sanitary bathroom so Bandula could use it 
without help. Lately (since September 2008) we have 
provided him with a loan laptop computer and hired a qualified 
computer teacher so Bandula can some day be able to earn a 
modest livelihood doing computer work at home. 

December 2007-present: We launch a publicity campaign to 
draw public attention to the plight of Hill Country 
handicapped, and the steps we are taking to empower the 
handicapped. HCDG President Sri Kanth appears on 
national radio and television while Patrick Harrigan publishes 
photo feature articles in The Sunday Times in December 
2007 and February 2008. In June-July 2008 Patrick visits the 
USA, and briefs the Karlsens on individual projects and a 
long-term strategy to serve needy children. 
September 2008-present: After several fruitless attempts to 
enlist corporate support from Lanka Bell, we implement our 
CDMA phone project, purchasing 17 Suntel CDMA phone (at 
Rs 4,900=US$46 per phone) for 17 families of handicapped 
youths in Haldummulla and Ella Divisions of Badulla District.  
The Sri Lanka Children’s Trust is grateful to our:  

• Donor organizations 
• Donor individuals  
• Field Volunteers 
• Partner organisations  
• SLCT Board of Directors
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Remittances from Donors  
Received during the period 01.01.2007 to 30.04.2008 

 
Date Donor Amount Fund 

22-Dec-06 Joanne Capano of USA: US$525  55,000.00  Hill Country Disability Group 

17-Jan-07 Kiwanis Club of Colombo City 338,520.00  Visions of Hope Project 

16-Apr-07 Gaja Lakshmi Param of Australia: Aus$250 21,880.00  General Fund + Admin 

29-Mar-07 Knorr-Bremse Global Care, Germany: €5,000 716,137.50  Arudpany Girls Home 

15-Aug-07 Rudolf-Diesel-Realschule of Munich, Germany 46,200.00  Asia Foundation Project 

3-Sep-07 Kiwanis Club of Colombo City 954,240.00  Visions of Hope Project 

13-Sep-07 Thomas Rupnicki of USA: US$100 11,000.00  Hill Country Disability Group 

13-Sep-07 Suyin Karlsen of USA: US$250 27,500.00  Hill Country Disability Group 

13-Sep-07 Helen Dalzell of USA: US$ 50 5,500.00  Hill Country Disability Group 

13-Sep-07 William & Mary Pearce of USA: US$100 11,000.00  Hill Country Disability Group 

21-Oct-07 Steward LaBrooy of Malaysia: US$240 27,000.00  Hill Country Disability Group 

22-Nov-07 Suyin Karlsen: $300 for Irosha Fund 32,175.00  Hill Country Disability Group 

5-Dec-07 Calhoun School of New York, USA 278,079.27  Visions of Hope Project 

24-Dec-07 Helen Dalzell & Janet Taylor: US$150  16,000.00  Hill Country Disability Group 

28-Dec-07 Microsoft 'Bridging the Digital Divide' program 150,000.00  Poonagala Telecenter Project 

28-Jan-08 Suyin Karlsen: US$450  47,407.50  Hill Country Disability Group 

28-Jan-08 Wm. & Mary Pearce of Mich, USA: US$150 15,802.50  Hill Country Disability Group 

26-Feb-08 Rudolf-Diesel-Realschule of Munich, Germany 33,075.38  Asia Foundation Project 

29-Feb-08 Charles Brice Company UK: GBP 2,200 468,181.00  Hari Boys Home 

4-Apr-08 Suyin Karlsen: $225 Ampitikanda + Bandula 23,600.00  Hill Country Disability Group 

7-Apr-08 Suyin Karlsen: $200 sent in January 21,000.00  Hill Country Disability Group 

28-Apr-08 Knorr-Bremse Global Care: €15,000 2,504,900.00  General Fund + Admin 

 TOTAL 
5,804,198.1
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SRI LANKA CHILDREN TRUST

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 

31ST MARCH 2008

NOTE THIS LAST
YEAR 3 MONTHS

 Rs. Rs.
RECEIPTS:
Donation 1 2,663,810.20   338,520              
Other Income 2 23,059.51          69                        

2,686,869.71     338,589               

LESS: PAYMENTS:
Project Expenses 3 2,596,572.95   550,000              
Administrative Expenses 4 1,613,010.42   445,085              
Finance Expenses 5 7,666.69          3,026                  

4,217,250.06   998,111              
NET SURPLUS / (DEFICIT) BEFORE TAXATION (1,530,380.35)    (659,522)             
Less: Taxation 6 (24,214.00)         (3,055)                 

NET SURPLUS / (DEFICIT) AFTER TAXATION (1,554,594.35)  (662,577)            

shd/gp.



SRI LANKA CHILDREN TRUST

BALANCE SHEET AS AT

31ST MARCH,2008.

NOTE THIS LAST
ASSETS: YEAR 3 MONTHS
Non Current Assets: Rs. Rs.
Property, Plant & Equipment 7 4,734,019.80     5,402,384        
Fixed Deposits 898,048.86      1,083,863        

5,632,068.66     6,486,247        

Current Assets:
Savings Account - Bank of Ceylon 5060360 10,985.49        
Loan Account Mr Moorthy 100,000.00      5,384               
Refundable Deposit 3,000.00          100,000           
Cash at Bank- Bank of Ceylon 16,356.35        492,828           
Cash in Hand (165,791.14)     38,791             

(35,449.30)         637,003           

TOTAL ASSETS 5,596,619.36     7,123,250        

EQUITY AND LIABILITIES:
Accumulated Fund:
Net Surplus/ (Deficit) as at 01-04-2007 6,957,215.46   7,619,792        
Net Surplus/ (Deficit) for the year (1,554,594.35)  (662,577)          

5,402,621.11   6,957,215        
Current Liabilities
Accrued charges 8 148,462.00        120,498           
Mr Partick Harrigan 45,536.25        45,536             

193,998.25      166,034           

TOTAL EQUITY AND LIABILITIES 5,596,619.36   7,123,250        

S. B. Rodrigues & Co., -                    
Chartered Accountants. -                  

shd/gp.



THIS LAST
YEAR 3 MONTHS

Rs. Rs.
NOTE  1

DONATION:
Calhoun School, New York       278,079.27                           -   
Charles Brice Company       468,181.00                           -   
Dalzell & Taylor deposit         16,000.00                           -   
Gaja Lakshmi         21,880.00                           -   
Kallady landlord's refund       130,000.00                           -   
Markus Spring         33,075.38                           -   

Microsoft Corp       150,000.00                           -   

Suyin Karlsen         95,385.00                           -   
Kiwanis EE&c Div 18 of Canada tr\hru Kiwanis Colombo 954,240.00               338,520.00 
Other 516,969.55    -                       

2,663,810.20 338,520.00           

NOTE  2

OTHER INCOME:
Savings Interest 23,059.51        69.06                    

23,059.51      69.06                   

NOTE  3

PROJECT EXPENSES:
Project A1 Arudpany Girls Home 200,000.00    550,000.00           
Other Projects 115,000.00      -                        

Yogeswami Girls Home 13,500.00        -                        
Poonagala Project 102,034.95    -                       
Project B1 Navashakthi, Pandiruppu 799,000.00    -                       
Hari Children Home 200,000.00    -                       
Hill Country 120,000.00    -                       
VOH Project 992,038.00    
HCDg Project 55,000.00      -                       

2,596,572.95 550,000.00           



NOTE  4 THIS LAST
YEAR 3 MONTHS

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES: Rs. Rs.
Salaries 43,000.00        17,500           
Food & Accommodation 90,282.00        8,071             
Printing, Postage & Stationery 27,696.75      6,554             

Repairs & maintenance 97,275.00        58,762           
Vehicle Repairs & maintenance 79,870.42        3,236             
Travelling & Transport 88,763.49        35,008           
Telephone & call charges 102,691.00      34,942           
Electricity charges 9,203.66        422                
Rent 167,913.65      67,000           
Members Expenses 66,525.00        -                 
Donation 22,600.00        15,000           
Depreciation 805,689.45    192,840         
Audit fees 11,500.00      5,750             

1,613,010.42 445,085         
NOTE  5

FINANCE COST:
Bank charges 7,666.69          3,026             

7,666.69          7,860.55        

NOTE  6

The Sri Lanka Children's Trust is a Non-Governmental Organisation registered on 03.03.2006 
Registered No. BT/BVSS/2006/05 at the District  Secretariat, Batticaloa. Having its Registered Of
at Veemar Road, Pandiruppu-2, Ampara District

THIS LAST
YEAR 3 MONTHS

Rs. Rs.

NOTE  8
131,212.00    106,998         

ACCRUED EXPENSES: 17,250.00      13,500           
Income Tax 148,462.00    120,498         
Audit fees



SRI LANKA CHILDREN TRUST
FILE NO. 17/158,
YEAR OF ASSESSMENT 2007/2008,
COMPUTATION OF TAX LIABILITY

Total contribution for the year
1/1/2007 To 3/31/2007 338,520    
4/1/2007 To 3/31/2008 2,663,810 3,002,330   

TAXABLE CONTRIBUTION
3% of the total contribuation 90,070          

Tax Payable 30% 27,021        
SRL Payable 1% 270             

Total Tax Payable 27,291        

Note:
Income Tax has been calculated as per Inland Revenue Act No. 38 of 2000 as  
amended by Section 96 A of Act No.8 of 2005.

S. B. Rodrigues & Co.,
Chartered Accountants.

shd/gp.
28.5.2007.



SRI LANKA CHILDREN's TRUST
Audit For The Year 2007/2008

Bank Reconciliations

BOC A/C No: 3261940
Bank Reconcialition As @ 31-03-08

RS.
Balance as per cash book = 16,356.35      
Balance as per Bank statement = 16,356.35      
Difference = -                

Bank Reconcialition As @ 31-03-07
RS.

Balance as per cash book = 492,828.18    
Add:
Unpresented Cheques
Chq. No.       Presented Datet           Amount
856842              04/05/07              42000.00
856843              03/04/07                4200.00
856844              05/04/07               30000.00
856845             10/04/07              200000.00 276,200.00  

Balance as per Bank statement = 769,028.18    

Difference = -                



NOTE  7 Balance Additions Balance
as at during as at

01.04.2007 the year 31.03.2007
PROPERTY, PLANT & EQUIPMENT: Rs. %
Land 900,000.00    -                 900,000.00    
Building 3,966,082.00 -                 3,966,082.00 10%
Furniture 24,600.00      8,500.00        33,100.00      25%
Telephone system 18,400.00    8,000.00      26,400.00    25%
Vehicle Car KC 9338 1,450,000.00 -                 1,450,000.00 25%
Computer 6,000.00        120,825.00    126,825.00    25%

6,365,082.00 137,325.00    6,502,407.00 

Cost



Balance Charge Balance Balance Balance
as at for the as at as at as at

01.04.2007 year 31.03.2008 31.03.2008 31.03.2007
Rs. Rs. Rs.

-                 -                    -                    900,000.00    900,000.00    
495,760.25    396,608.20       892,368.45       3,073,713.55 3,172,865.60 

7,687.50        8,275.00           15,962.50         17,137.50      12,300.00      
5,750.00        6,600.00           12,350.00        14,050.00    9,200.00      

453,125.00    362,500.00       815,625.00       634,375.00    725,000.00    
375.00           31,706.25         32,081.25         94,743.75      4,500.00        

962,697.75    805,689.45       1,768,387.20    4,734,019.80 4,823,865.60 

Deprecition Written Down Value


