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Bi-Monthly Progress Report for May-June 2006 
National NGO status application process and Work Permits for volunteers 
The Batticaloa District Secretary / GA Mr. C. Punniyamoorthy has issued a letter addressed to the National 
NGO Secretariat at the Ministry of Social Welfare on 9th June. Referring to our Trust, he notes that “Their 
work is satisfactory and they provide a good service to the needy children of Batticaloa District according to 
my observation. Hence I recommend for National level registration to enable them to extend their services to 
the three Districts i.e. Batticaloa, Ampara and Badulla.” Mr. Punniyamoorthy’s letter of recommendation 
provides our Trust’s application with an invaluable recommendation from the highest local level in our 
home district, and will facilitate our national level registration.  

Joint Secretary Patrick Harrigan will shortly travel to Colombo again to pursue the Trust’s national 
registration, and to submit his application for a Work Permit with the Ministry of Defense and the Ministry 
of Social Welfare. The deadline for submitting applications for Work Permit has been extended to 31 July.  

Bank account activity 
Deposits received to SLCT account. There were no deposits or incoming remittances in May and June 2006. 

Cheques written against SLCT bank account 
Project Code Key: A-1 = Arudpany Girls Home | A-2 = Milk Cow Project | B-1 = Nava Shakti Project 

Cheque Check paid to Purpose Date Amount Project 

891520 Dialog Telekom Ltd May mobile calls by Patrick, Dinah and 
Moorthy 25.05.06 4,143  

891521 Sri Lanka Telecom Feb-March bill for SLCT CDMA phone 
use 25.05.06 874  

891522 Manager Polonnaruwa Farm 
NLDB 10 hybrid heifers totalling 655 kg weight 03.06.06 65,500 A-2 

891523 VK Perimparaja Reimbursement of petty cash advance 
from 19 Jan 06 04.06.06 10,000  

891524 P. Balachundaram Reimbursement of petty cash advance: 
seals & Sandanam May payment 04.06.06 6,940  

891525 Patrick Harrigan Reimbursement of petty cash advances 
as reckoned by the Treasurer 05.06.06 138,412  

891526 Patterson's Garage, 
Batticaloa 

Honda 150 service, oil change and parts 
replacement 05.06.06 2,100  

891527 Sri Lanka Telecom April 06 SLCT CDMA phone bill 05.06.06 2,004  
891528 Mrs. P. Sandanapillai Advance to run SLCT HQ for June 2006 22.06.06 6,000  
846552 Catholic Press, Batticaloa 500 SLCT receipts in five books 05.04.06 850  
846553 MGM Bazeer of Kattankudy Gas cooker for Arudpany Girls Home 05.04.06 3000 A1 
846554 MIM Halideen of Kattankudy bedsheets (3) and towels (2) 09.04.06 870  

846555 
Amith Timber Sales Center 
Kattankudy 

single wooden bed (1) and double bed 
(1) 09.04.06 9000  

846556 Dinah Barton of UK 
reimbursement of rental funds advanced 
for house repairs 16.04.05 40000  

846557 Patrick Harrigan Reimbursement of funds advanced  05.05.06 10000  
846558 Cash -- Patrick Harrigan Reimbursement of funds advanced  06.05.06 10000  
846559 Cash -- Vinayagamoorthy Advance against May payment 18.05.06 12000  

846560 Cash -- Dinah Barton 
Advance to Nava Shakti for teachers' 
salaries 18.05.06 18000 B-1 

846561 Cash -- Balachundaram 
Transport of milk cows and related 
expenses 04.06.06 7080 A-2 

846562 Cash -- Dinah Barton 
Reimbursement of advances to petty 
cash for Nava Shakti work 06.06.06 72220 B-1 

846563 Cash -- Dinah Barton 
Reimbursement of advances to petty 
cash Pandiruppu SLCT operation 06.06.06 11301 B-1 

846564 
Cash -- Patrick Harrigan to 
Dinah B 

Nava Shakti Project: food money for 
June-July 2006 22.06.06 20000 B-1 

846565 Cash -- Vinayagamoorthy Payment for June 2006 services 23.06.06 12000  
Total cheques written since previous report 462,295  

Action on Board resolution to set up an interest bearing SLCT savings account at the Bank of Ceylon: we 
are told that a commercial savings account will be easiest to set up. President & Treasurer will take action. 
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Receipts to donors and publication of first quarterly report 
Official SLCT printed receipts to our donors, in particular to Knorr-Bremse Global Care, have been written and sent 
in soft (digital) form as email attachments. The printed receipts together with official letters of thanks have yet to be 
prepared. We had planned to send out the receipts and letters of thanks together with the first quarterly report for 
Jan-Feb-Mar 2006 first in April, then May, then in June. However, as of date the Joint Secretary has yet to receive 
an approved Summary of Accounts for the first quarter of 206. Already the first two quarters of 2006 have passed 
and the Trust has not yet made public its accounts from the first quarter. This continuing delay reflects poorly 
upon the Trust and needs to be rectified promptly. 

Trust Activities by District 
Ampara District activities 

Visions of Hope Project, Pandiruppu 
• Project Director Dinah Barton is currently on leave while participating in the Kataragama Pada Yatra. Our House 

Manager Sandana Amma (Mrs. Sandanapillai) is accompanying her but will come for 9th July Board meeting. 
• Project Manager Ben De Vries is still on leave in Europe. The latest news is that the Canadian International 

Development Agency (CIDA) has decided to award a six-month internship to Ben, commencing 20 July when 
he returns to Sri Lanka. However, CIDA has also stipulated that the intern may not be posted to eastern districts. 
Accordingly, we have rewritten Ben’s application with SLCT as his host organization, Patrick Harrigan as his 
supervisor, and Koslanda, Badulla District as his assigned project area. Ben will serve in the capacity of Visions 
of Hope Project Manager responsible for ‘Visions of Hope’ projects both in Pandiruppu and in Koslanda. 
Details under ‘Badulla District Activities’ below. 

• Project Officer Moorthy has been relieved as Project Officer and reassigned as Nava Shakti House Manager 
responsible for meals, 24-hr security, and building maintenance. His salary of Rs. 12,000 is reduced to Rs. 
6,000. Mr. Suganthan of Pandiruppu has been hired at Rs. 2,000 to handle Nava Shakti accounts including 
petty cash payments. The balance money saved may be used to hire local staff to carry out administrative work. 

• Newly elected Nava Shakti President Mrs. Premawathy has replaced former President Joseph Sathyaseelan, 
making an all-women Committee for the first time. The Committee has resolved to rewrite its constitution so 
Nava Shakti is a women-only society focusing solely upon the interests of its children.  

• Former Nava Shakti President Joseph Sathyaseelan has still not yet been called to account for the Rs. 45,000 
that he had illegally taken from the Nava Shakti bank account without returning it. He has also agreed to 
resign as President of NSWO but for the past two months he has failed to keep his promises to return society 
funds and resign voluntarily as its President.  

• There seems to be no end in sight to the current volunteer shortage on the east coast, given the security situation 
there. Since even unpaid foreign volunteers cost us valuable time and resources, we plan instead to focus upon 
hiring and training local people, for instance at Pandiruppu where we are paying teachers a modest salary 
instead of spending a good deal of attention and money to keep foreign volunteers who come and go.  

• The construction of the new Visions of Hope facility by the AFAP is expected to be completed by mid July. 
USAID agrees to outfit the Center with furnishings. Inaugural opening date to be announced.  

MIOT Home for Girls, Tambiluvil 
Mr. Tharmalingam of Akkaraipattu, with financial help from MIOT (Medical Institute of Tamils) of London, and 
Mr. David Le Sueur and volunteers of his organization ‘Friends From Europe’, has refurbished and opened a 
splendid Home for Girls in Tambiluvil. However, the Home faces serious legal issues as well as funding and 
administrative issues, which is why Mr. Tharmalingam has asked for help from our Trust. 
Mr. David Le Sueur gave notice of his intention to withdraw his society’s support unless adequate progress has 
been achieved in correcting legal and administrative problems before 20 June 2006. Our Trust’s Board concurs 
and adds that our Trust cannot involve itself in the MIOT Home’s affairs unless and until it sorts out its 
unresolved legal and administrative issues. 
On 23 June, Patrick Harrigan chaired a meeting of the MIOT Home committee membership including Mr. 
Tharmalingam and Mr. David Le Sueur. A sub committee is being formed with Patrick representing the SLCT to 
decide upon a legal course of action so the Home can get itself legally recognized as a registered home for children 
(it must show that it has been in operation for one year before such recognition can be granted). When a MIOT 
representative can come from Colombo to Tambiluvil, the sub-committee can convene and decide upon a course of 
action for the Home that would include SLCT in a joint funding and administrative capacity. If no suitable course of 
action can be decided and/or implemented, however, the project could fail and collapse.  
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Urgent medical operations for needy children in Ampara District 
The family of 3-yr old boy Hamadhees from Saintamaruthu still has not contacted us regarding their need for Rs. 
50,000 to have his heart operation performed. Joint Secretary visited the family and determined that the 
Presidential Fund could cover the balance need, so our support need only be technical or logistical and not 
financial in this case. The family of six month old child Fathima in Palamunai however needs Rs. 350,000 for an 
urgent heart operation. Fathima however has Downs Syndrome, a degenerative condition with no known cure, so 
the question arises whether it is cost effective to sink donors’ money into this case. 

Batticaloa District activities 
Hybrid Milk Cow Project 
After obtaining in April from General Manager Mr. Perera the long awaiting letter authorizing the sale of ten 
hybrid heifers from the National Livestock Development Board’s Polonnaruwa Farm, delays ensued in May when 
it was alleged that cows from the Polonnaruwa Farm were having a condition called Brucellosis, which causes 
them to have abortions. The Joint Secretary then obtained the NLDB’s firm assurance that the Brucellosis 
outbreak in Polonnaruwa occurred many years ago and had since been eradicated. With this assurance, Patrick 
Harrigan and SLCT Treasurer Mr. P. Balachundaram (who also holds a degree in agricultural science) on 3 June 
2006 went to the NLDB’s Polonnaruwa Farm where they selected and purchased ten Sahiwal-Jersey hybrid 
heifers averaging 65 kg each, paid Rs. 65,500 and delivered two heifers each to three boys’ homes and two girls’ 
homes in Batticaloa District. Each home was required to sign an MOU with the Trust to ensure that they take proper 
care of the heifers and do not sell them, etc. The homes currently accommodate and feed 288 children as follows: 

1. Manikkavasagar Boys’ Home, Santhively   (51 children) 
2. Yogaswami Hindu Girls’ Home, Sittandy   (41 children) 
3. Swami Natarajananda Boys’ Home, Sittandy  (46 children) 
4. Swami Vipulananda Boys’ Home, Palugamam  (70 children) 
5. Kanaga Thurkai Amman Girls’ Home, Palugamam (80 children) 

Note that the Trust obtained the ten hybrid heifers at far less cost than we had originally anticipated. The project 
budget raised by subscription from individual donors was approx 10 x Rs. 40,000 = Rs. 4 lakhs. But because the 
NLDB sold us yearling heifers (weighing ca. 65 kg each) instead of full grown heifers (weighing much more) and 
because we took delivery from Polonnaruwa instead of from a more distant farm, our direct costs (excluding 
considerable overheads incurred in administering the project since August 2005) amount to only Rs. 72,580. We 
have therefore proposed to individual donors that the excess monies collected be utilized as a fund for various 
small scale mini-projects to benefit needy children in the three districts in which we operate. This will be useful, 
as we frequently encounter ill or handicapped children from poor families who need medical assistance, or other 
opportunities where a relatively small sum can be put to good use to benefit a number of children’s needs in terms 
of improving their education, nutrition, health, etc. We would use the money to purchase more heifers at this 
cheap rate of Rs. 100/kg only, but the NLDB says they can sell us more heifers only next year. Accounts and 
other details are being published on our web site. 
Proposed project to help tsunami-affected children of Batticaloa district, starting with Manmunai North 
Division. The District Secretariat has kindly provided the Trust with names and addresses of hundreds of tsunami 
affected children throughout the district. We have identified Manmunai North as the Division where our work 
should focus at first, especially since we already have our facility there. The next step is to meet with the 
Manmunai North Divisional Secretary to identify particular needs, goals, and targets. The project would be 
modelled upon the successful Visions of Hope Project in Pandiruppu. Funding could be sourced through 
international NGOs operating in the District and/or through Kiwanis Clubs around the world.  
Yogaswami Hindu Girls’ Home, Sittandy  
Yogaswami Hindu Girls’ Home has received the balance funds needed to complete the attached bathroom 
complex funded by an endowment fund set up by Dr. Nilufer Clubwala of New York City in association with 
Hinduism Today magazine. That work is nearly finished and should be complete in July. Yogaswami Hindu Girls’ 
Home was also one of five homes to whom we delivered a pair of yearling hybrid heifers on 3 June. 
Yogaswami Nalvar Illam, Sittandy  
The Sivathondan Ashram of Chenkalady, which accepted a number of boys from tsunami affected areas, is now 
seeking to organize a Gurukulam for boys jointly at its 3-acre facility in Sittandy. With help from our Trust, Mr. 
Dharmalingam Siddhan of Australia, a devotee of Yogaswami, has established the Yogaswami Nalvar Illam 
Endowment Fund through the Hinduism Today magazine published in the USA. The Endowment Fund, like that of 
Yogaswami Hindu Girls’ Home of Sittandy, may raise funds to refurbish the Sittandy facility and provide for the 
Gurukulam’s recurring monthly expenses. Mr. Vinasathamby of Sivathondan Ashram has been asked to obtain a 
quotation on the likely cost of refurbishing the structure and setting it up as a Gurukulam for perhaps 20+ boys.  
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Arudpany Girls’ Home, Navatkudah 
Mrs. Julia of Knorr-Bremse Global Care visited the Home on 18 May. Ms. Julia was critical of the Home for not 
being transparent about its accounts, and insisted that the Home hire an accountant to compile and submit proper 
accounts before and more K-B funds would be released. Rev. Puvanendran on 2 June submitted the requested 
financial statements for January to April 2006 as undertaken by Commercial Accountants of Batticaloa. We have 
referred the details to Mrs. Julia’s Colombo representative Rohan for his accountant’s opinion, to decide with her 
concurrence upon a course of action regarding the planned monthly transfer of K-B funds through the SLCT to 
Arudpany Home. The Board must now decide upon a suitable arrangement for the transfer of funds for Arudpany 
Girls’ Home monthly recurring expenses with the concurrence of Knorr-Bremse. 

Badulla District activities 
Trust administrators have decided that the Trust should be active not on the east coast only, but also in the 
island’s interior where Tamil and Sinhala speakers live side by side. Haldumulla Sub-Division of Badulla District 
is considered to be suitable since the Joint Secretary Patrick Harrigan already works out of an NGO (Living 
Heritage Trust) in Koslanda. We are already conducting a needs assessment in the region to assist needy children 
in terms of improving health and education. The Trust may also help handicapped children of this region through 
the newly established Hill Country Disabled Group, whose founders live in Koslanda but with membership 
spread across surrounding the hill country up to Bandarawela.  
In an important development, our Canadian volunteer Ben De Vries has been selected by CIDA and FutureWatch 
NGO of Canada for a six month internship. Ben will be responsible for designing and implementing a second 
“Visions of Hope Project” to be conducted in the Koslanda area. According to the agreement with, “The Visions 
of Hope Project in Koslanda will aim to replicate the Pandiruppu project’s successes while also addressing the 
unique needs of disadvantaged children living in remote hill areas where standards of health and education are 
lower than in other parts of the island.” Ben will also be responsible for managing the original Pandiruppu VoH 
Project as well, but his primary posting will be in Koslanda. Ben returns to Sri Lanka on 20 July. 
Vehicle for Trust activities. Increased Trust activities in Badulla district and expansion of the Kiwanis 
sponsored Visions of Hope Project to Badulla District have raised the possibility that Kiwanis clubs may agree to 
help us to provide safe 4-wheel transport to our volunteers who now depend upon risky motorcycle for transport. 

Donors 
Knorr-Bremse Global Care Foundation representative Mrs. Julia Schuenhoff visited Pandiruppu and Kallady 
on 16-18 May to inspect Pandiruppu, Arudpany Girls’ Home, SLCT Kallady facility, and other project sites. 
Patrick Harrigan accompanied Julia and party throughout, and Treasurer Mr. Balachundaram also met her. Ms. 
Julia expressed satisfaction at progress being made on SLCT projects that she visited. She was however critical of 
Arudpany Girls Home administrators for not being transparent about their finances, and insisted that proper 
accounts be presented and approved before any more K-B funds are released to them.  
The City of Munich, Germany, on 29 June 2006 reconfirmed its Mayor’s unconditional pledge of 10,000 euros 
(Rs 13 lakhs) to support activities of the Visions of Hope Project benefiting tsunami affected children of Pandiruppu. 
The Myra Sachs Foundation of Munich says it cannot cover recurring expenses for the Vision of Hope Project, 
or any project. We may however resubmit a proposal for up to Rs. 2.6 million to build a home for orphans, either 
for the MIOT Home in Tambiluvil or for the proposed Sittandy Gurukulam (see above).  
The Llanwrtyd Wells Tsunami Appeal, UK, in April sent £2500 to the Trust. These funds are now being 
applied to Nava Shakti project activities to benefit the Tsunami affected children of Pandiruppu. Another £2000 
remains available out of funds raised in the UK to be utilized as the LWTA and SLCT jointly decide. 
Shan Maraj, Communications Manager, at the Dept for Constitutional Affairs of UK has collected donations for 
children and wishes to support daily milk program for the Pandiruppu Visions of Hope Project. The program 
would provide daily deliveries of fresh milk six or seven days a week. Improving nutrition is a primary aim of the 
Trust, and fresh milk contains essential nutrients that children need for growth and good health. 
Kiwanis Clubs. On 28 February 2006, in response to an enquiry from our founder trustee C.T. Sachidanandam, 
the Kiwanis Club of Colombo City Past President Mr. Joe K. De Silva sent a detailed proposal for the creation of a 
Kiwanis Club of the East Coast. This new Club, while separate from the SLCT, would work closely with it to source 
support from Kiwanis Clubs abroad for Trust projects, as with the ongoing Visions of Hope Projects. This proposal 
was tabled at the Board’s March, April, May, and June meetings, but deliberations were suspended in view of Mr. 
Sachidanandam’s continuing absence at meetings. A successful Kiwanis Club of the East Coast will require that the 
membership be united in its determination to develop a strong and successful Club of dedicated professional people 
who are prepared to contribute their time and energy on a monthly basis to serve the needy children of Sri Lanka. It 
is time for the Board to discuss this proposal and send a reply to the Kiwanis Club of Colombo City. 

May-June 2006 Progress Report submitted on 30 June by Joint Secretary Patrick Harrigan. 


